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This assessment has been carried out in accordance with Guidelines on Landscape Character Assessment, 
Guidelines in Landscape and Visual Impact Assessment and guidance on Assessing Landscape Value Outside 

1

The study noted that 
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Geologically the area comprises rocks formed by sedimentary processes which were deposited over a long 

-

-

 



became St Mary’s Hospital as illustrated on 

dwellings along Green Lane overlooking the 

the existence of a number of small orchards 

Hall, including boundary tree belts, remains 

village saw the greatest change associated 

housing estates including The Close to the 
northeast of the village and The Glebe to 

-



map with Lidar data reveals the extent to which 

highlights the presence of ridge and furrow in the 
former parkland to the east of the reservoir and 

N



valley slopes to the west, and new housing had been constructed along the eastern side of Lemons Hill, 

N



-

Over recent decades housing devel-
opment has occurred on the eastern 

to obscure the western side of the 

focused on the crossroads and forms 
two separate clusters of development 

Extract from current OS Mastermap showing new 

-

N

from the mid 20th century illustrates a number of small orchards which were associated with these dwellings as well 

N



 

into two primary landscapes, those associated with the plateau landscape and those associated with val-

• 
• 
• 

• Ancient broadleaved woodland and parkland wood pasture cloak the southern river valley and estuary 

• 
• -

• 

• 

The  divides the Parish into three landscape types as illustrated 

-

-

The 
-

each are as follows:



• 
and predominately Grade 2 Agricultural Land

• 

• 

• 

• 
• 

Bentley Park, Bentley Manor  and Belstead Hall
• 

of which include extensive areas of late 20th century housing development
• 
• 
• Occasional long distant views to a  wooded skyline but there are no views to the estuaries which lie in 

close proximity to the north and south
• 

back-water character

• 
soils on the valley sides

• 

• Land use comprises a mixture of arable and pasture on the valley sides with patches of wet pastures 

• 
large linear lake

• 
- some areas of ancient woodland including hazel coppice and woodbanks

• 

• 

• 
and good parking, footpath and cycle path provision

• Alton Water reservoir and Holbrook Valley are strongly concealed from views in the wider landscape 
and visible only from close proximity - this landscape does not have a strong presence in the wider 
landscape

• 
soils on the valley sides

• 
• 
• 
• Small scale hedgerow network on valley sides enclosing arable and pasture land uses
• 

View south across Alton Water towards Holbrook School

• 
• 
• 
• Deeply historic and unspoilt landscape



 

On the northern boundary of the Parish is an extensive area of ancient broadleaved woodland - Holbrook 

Other areas of ancient woodland also exist to the east at Great Birch Wood, Woodley Wood and Hale’s 

be found along the Samford Valley at Buxton Wood and all of these woodlands are designated as Site of 

-

wood pasture lies to the west on the steep slopes of the Samford Valley tributary and is associated with 

habitats are now limited to acid loving plants such as bracken and birch which thrive on the sandy soils and 
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including: 

This area is recognised within the AONB Management Plan and in the relevant local authority Area Plans, 

The whole of the Parish has been studied in detail in terms of its natural beauty as part of the assessment 

This study divided the Parish into three areas - Samford Valley, Holbrook Valley and Alton Water, and 

-

-

-
vealed the following:
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• Notable landmarks and historic buildings coupled with rural lanes, veteran trees and historic enclo 

The assessment concluded that:

View across the open expanse of Alton Water looking north from Lemons Hill Bridge
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View across open farmland north of Coxhall Lane



White Horse public house sign
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View west towards housing on the edge of The Close

Woodland associated with the former parkland and woodland which has established to the north and east 

In the west, the open gap between the edge of the village and The Gables is especially important to retain in order to 

• 

• 

• 
by inappropriate development

View east towards housing on the edge of Green Lane



along White Horse Hill, which descends down the valley slopes to what was once a road crossing over the 

From the south, the gateway is reached where development occurs on both sides of the road, pavement 

The profusion of telegraph poles and overhead wires along all of the streets within this hamlet creates 

The key open space within the village is the car park to the east of The White Horse and the pasture 

character of the village include the allotments and also the wooded shores of the reservoir which provide 
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The vegetated slopes of the reservoir mean that the western and northern side of the hamlet are well 

• 
arrival and enhancing the visual and physical prominence of The White Horse, as the key building within 

• 

• 

• 

Looking northeast along White Horse Hill



are again set back from the road and there are notable garden spaces between them and in the north a 
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• 
asset and in a way which reinforces the two separate parts of the village and strengthens sense of arrival 
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• 

• 



been shaped by its early origins as a manor and use of local landscape resources such as heathland and 

Heaths AONB, the whole of the Parish is regarded as forming a valued landscape within the AONB Special 

Based on this analysis contained in this report, the following changes should be avoided in future:

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•
Water and the Samford Valley

•

21

View west along Back Lane towards the Methodist Chapel



The landscape management and development guidelines relevant to the Parish are contained in 

to Alton Water and seek arrangements which discourage damage 

• Encourage the  and avoid urban fencing 

 within the Parish and 

•

•

22

Mature pine located in car park to Alton Water 


